4g**9\            Colonel ^ellesley at Madras             [1798
M. The truth is, he does not want talents, but is very diffident of
himself. ... A violent or harsh letter from Fort William would spoil
all. The conduct which I recommend is, perfect confidence with him
upon all subjects, and I would extend it even to his government when
it is safe to do so.1
The Governor of Madras appears to have reciprocated these
kindly feelings.
I cannot express to your Lordship [he wrote the Governor-General]
the satisfaction I feel in the arrival of Colonel Wellesley. I find him so
easy in his manners and friendly in his communications, that I cannot
doubt but that the more I have the opportunity of cultivating his intimacy,
the more I shall rejoice at the presence of a person so nearly connected
with your Lordship, and so entirely possessed of your views and inten-
tions.2
The rest of the Madras government, however, were harder
nuts to crack. They did not approve of Lord Mornington's
policy of settling once and for all with Tippoo of Mysore,
dreading above all things the provoking of hostilities. The
far-seeing Governor-General was considered a hot-headed
fire-eater, and many difficulties were put in the way of military
preparations.
Arthur's situation was a difficult one. " They [the Madras
government] begin to suspect me," he informed his brother
Henry, " and they keep everything secret. , . . Not being
in office, I am obliged to proceed with great caution/5 3
As for his own opinions, they were in accordance with
those of his brother, with this subtle difference, that Arthur
actually hoped and believed that Tippoo might settle down
without going to war, whereas it would seem that Lord
Mornington never thought there was any chance of it.
First and last the younger had counselled peace. "In
my opinion, if it be possible to adopt a line of conduct which
would not lead immediately to war, provided it can be done
1 Supp. Despatches, VoL /, p. 109.
2 Marquess Wellesley's Despatches, Vol. /, p. 267.    .   *.
3 Supp. Despatches, Vol. I, p. 118.
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